A Guide to the
use of Rit dyes
and fabric treatments.

How to Change Colour
One of the most popular features of using Rit is that you can completely customise your clothing. Whether
it’s something new that you wish came in a specific colour (and doesn’t) or something you own that you are
just sick of, use Rit to completely transform that item into your favourite colour.
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Instructions
If the garment you are planning to dye has a light colour and you are looking to dye it a darker
colour: Then all we recommend doing is following the standard instructions for how to use Rit All-Purpose
Dye. If you are trying to get as dark of a colour as possible, please also read our tips on how to get the
darkest colour possible.

If you are looking to: (a) dye a dark garment a lighter colour or (b) completely change the colour of a
garment from one colour to another (such as from purple to blue): Then you must first use Rit Colour
Remover to remove the colour from the garment, bringing it to a white or off-white colour. You will then have
a blank canvas to achieve a true colour with whatever dye you choose to use. Once the colour is removed,
follow the instructions for how to use Rit All-Purpose Dye.

*If you are dyeing something with a print or logo: If you use Colour Remover, it will most likely not
remove the colour from a print or logo. Accordingly, the colour you choose to over dye with will mix with the
existing colour(s) in the fabric and create new colours. In other words, the rules of colour mixing apply. When
selecting a colour, think about how it will mix with the colours in the pattern. For example, if you were to use
a blue dye on a white item with a pink flower pattern, the pink flowers will turn purplish (blue and pink make
purple) while the rest of the fabric will dye blue. Even if you were to over dye the patterned garment with a
dark colour, you may find that the colour will appear lighter along the patterned area.
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Instructions
If the garment you are planning to dye has a light colour and you are looking to dye it a darker
colour: Then all we recommend doing is following the standard instructions for how to use Rit DyeMore.
Please note that due to the complexity of dyeing synthetics, you must use the stovetop method when dyeing
with Rit DyeMore.
If you are looking to: (a) dye a dark garment a lighter colour or (b) completely change the colour of a
garment from one colour to another (such as from purple to blue): Then your options are limited.
Unfortunately, Rit Colour Remover will most likely not work on your synthetic garment. You can try it, but we
cannot guarantee that it will successfully remove the colour. Your only other option is to follow traditional
colour mixing rules. Remember those from elementary school? If you dye an item that is pink with a blue
dye, you will most likely get a purple shade. If you are willing to give this a try, we strongly recommend that
you contact us first so we can help you figure out the right dye to use.
*If you are dyeing something with a print or logo: The colour you choose to over dye with will mix with the
existing colour(s) in the fabric and create new colours. In other words, the rules of colour mixing apply. When
selecting a colour, think about how it will mix with the colours in the pattern. For example, if you were to use
a blue dye on a white item with a pink flower pattern, the pink flowers will turn purplish (blue and pink make
purple) while the rest of the fabric will dye blue. Even if you were to over dye the patterned garment with a
dark colour, you may find that the colour will appear lighter along the patterned area.

How to Use Rit Colour Remover
Rit Colour Remover is a non-chlorine, reductive type of bleach that will not damage or deteriorate washable
fabrics as chlorine bleach will. It is used primarily to remove or reduce colour from fabric prior to dyeing,
creating a blank canvas for dyeing to a true colour. It works on cotton, linen, silk, wool, ramie, rayon and
nylon. It may have a limited effect on polyester, depending upon how it was dyed commercially.
Unfortunately, Colour Remover cannot remove the pattern or print from a fabric. It also cannot remove the
indigo colour from jeans.

Select Your Method
For best results, we recommend using the stovetop method to maintain an almost
boiling temperature.
However, you can also use Colour Remover with a washing machine or with the sink or bucket
method, but you may get less reliable results.
Stovetop
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Pre-wash item in warm, soapy water.
Fill a stainless steel pot with enough water for the fabric to move freely. Cover pot and heat
water on stove top to just below boiling (or around 200 F°).
When water begins to simmer, add Colour Remover and mix well.
Keep temperature at a low simmer.
Wet the item you are going to be removing the colour from and add it to the bath.
Stir occasionally. Some fabrics will lose their colour in as fast as 10 minutes, others can take up to
20 minutes. Once your garment turns white or off-white, you can remove it from the bath.
Rinse in warm water and then gradually cool water until rinse water begins to run clear.
Wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.
Item is now ready to be dyed.

Sink or Bucket
1.
2.

3.
4.

Pre-wash item in warm, soapy water.
Fill a plastic container or stainless steel sink with enough water for the fabric to move freely. The
water should ideally be 140ºF. If tap water is not hot enough, heat water on the stove and add to the
bath.
Add Colour Remover to bath and mix well.
Wet the item you are going to be removing the colour from and add it to the bath.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Stir occasionally. Some fabrics will lose their colour in as fast as 10 minutes, others can take up to
20 minutes. Once your garment turns white or off-white, you can remove it from the bath.
Rinse in cool water.
Wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.
Item is now ready to be dyed.

Washing Machine
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Wet fabric and place item(s) in the washing machine.
Set water temperature to the hottest possible setting and a wash cycle of at least 30 minutes or
longer.
Mix Colour Remover with 4 cups of hot water. If you are removing colour from a small load, use 2
packets of Colour Remover. If you are removing colour from a large load, use 3 packets of Colour
Remover. If you are removing colour from an extra large load, use 4 packets of Colour Remover.
Start the cycle.
Remove detergent cup from detergent tray.
Pour the solution into the dispenser.
Flush dispenser with 4 cups of hot water.
Rewash item in warm water with mild detergent and dry.
Item is now ready to be dyed.
To clean the washing machine: Using hot water and the “high” level setting, clean
the washer with 1-2 cups of liquid bleach. Make sure to wipe around the inside of the
lid and pour a little bleach through the internal dispenser. Fill washer to highest water
level with the hottest water temperature setting. Add detergent and 2 cups chlorine
bleach and run a full wash cycle with 3 to 4 old towels.

How to Use Rit ColorStay Dye Fixative
Rit ColourStay Dye Fixative reduces bleeding, fading and even enhances the colour of your project. It works
on cotton, linen, silk, wool, ramie and rayon. For best results, use immediately after dyeing, before rinsing
and laundering.
Fun tip: Commercially dyed items and previously hand-dyed items can also be treated with ColourStay Dye
Fixative before laundering for the first time. However, the results may not be as apparent or long-lasting as
when used after your own Rit project.

Which Method to Use?

For general projects, use the sink or bucket method.
For maximum effectiveness, use the stovetop method.
If you are working with small items or are looking to apply ColorStay Dye Fixative to a small / partially dyed
(i.e. dip dyed) area, then use the spray method.
If you are dyeing large items or are looking for the easiest way to apply ColorStay Dye Fixative, then use the
washing machine method.
Sink or Bucket Method
Instructions
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

For every pound of dry fabric (i.e. two adult large t-shirts), use 4 ounces of ColorStay Dye Fixative
with 3 gallons of water.
Fill a plastic container or stainless steel sink with water. Pour well-shaken ColorStay Dye Fixative
into container or sink. Mix well.
Wearing rubber gloves, add ColorStay Dye Fixative to bath.
Add fabric to bath.
1.
If you are working with fabric that was tie dyed or shibori dyed, place the bound fabric into
the bath. Placing unbound fabric into the bath could result in dye bleeding into the white
areas.
2.
If you are working with fabric that was ombré dyed or dip dyed, Only place the dyed part of
the garment into the bath. If you submerge the entire garment, dye could bleed into other
areas.
Stir slowly and continuously for 20 minutes. The first 10 minutes are the most critical.
Rinse in cool water.
Wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.

Stovetop
Instructions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

Wear rubber gloves to protect hands from getting stained and to insulate them when working with
hot water.
For every pound of dry fabric (i.e. two adult large t-shirts), use 4 ounces of ColorStay Dye Fixative
with 3 gallons of water.
Fill a stainless steel pot with water. Cover pot and heat water on stove top to just below boiling (200
F° or greater).
When water begins to simmer, shake bottle and pour ColorStay Dye Fixative into pot. Mix well.
Add fabric to bath.
1.
If you are working with fabric that was tie dyed or shibori dyed, place the bound fabric into
the bath. Placing unbound fabric into the bath could result in dye bleeding into the white
areas.
2.
If you are working with fabric that was ombré dyed or dip dyed, Only place the dyed part of
the garment into the bath. If you submerge the entire garment, dye could bleed into other
areas.
Keep temperature at a low simmer for the duration of use.
Stir slowly and continuously for 20 minutes. The first 10 minutes are the most critical.
Rinse in warm water and then gradually cool water until rinse water begins to run clear.
Wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.

Spray
Instructions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Screw spray trigger onto the top of the ColorStay Dye Fixative bottle or pour solution into a Preval
Sprayer or spray bottle.
Hang or lay dyed item flat on a work surface protected with a plastic cover.
Spray item liberally with ColorStay Dye Fixative. Allow to set for 20 minutes.
Rinse in cool water.
Wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.

Washing Machines
Instructions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Place item(s) in the washing machine.
Set water temperature to the hottest possible setting and a wash cycle of at least 20 minutes or
longer.
Start the cycle.
Use 4 ounces of ColorStay Dye Fixative for every pound of dry fabric.
Pour ColorStay Dye Fixative into the dispenser.
Flush dispenser with 4 cups of hot water.
Once cycle is complete, wash in warm water with a mild detergent, rinse and dry.
Clean machine by rerunning cycle with hot water and detergent.

How to Get as Dark
a Colour as Possible
Tips
Getting that rich, dark colour is simple if you follow these key steps.

1.

Choose the Right Dye For Your Fabric. If the fabric you plan to dye is a natural
fabric (such as cotton, linen silk, ramie or wool) or is nylon or rayon, then use Rit AllPurpose Dye. If the fabric you plan to dye contains more than 35% polyester acrylic
or acetate, then use Rit DyeMore for Synthetics.

2.

Use the Stovetop Method. Our dyes love hot water. It relaxes the fabric so that it
can absorb the dye. This dyeing method enables you to maintain a very hot dye bath
for the duration of your dyeing so you can get the darkest colour possible.

3.

Double the Standard Dye Quantity. The more dye, the deeper the colour. If you are
dyeing a pair of pants, pour the whole bottle of dye into the dye bath (or use two
packages of powder dye). If you are dyeing more than one pair, use multiple bottles.

4.

Prewash Item. This helps to remove any finishes that may interfere with dye
absorption.

5.

Add Salt or Vinegar (If Dyeing Cotton, Linen, Silk, Wool, Nylon Rayon and
Ramie). To enhance the colour: (1) add one cup of salt when dyeing fabrics
containing cotton, rayon, ramie or linen; (2) add one cup of vinegar when dyeing
fabrics containing nylon, silk or wool.

6.

Double Time in Dye Bath. Allow item to remain in the dye bath for 30 to 60 minutes,
stirring constantly. The item will appear darker when wet and will dry lighter.

7.

Use ColorStay Dye Fixative After Dyeing (Cotton, Linen, Silk, Wool and
Ramie Only). This is the ultimate secret weapon. Soaking or spraying your dyed item

with ColourStay Dye Fixative after dyeing (but before washing) will enhance your
item’s colour and reduce bleeding. Follow instructions on how to use ColorStay Dye
Fixative here.
8.

If Dyeing Non-White Garments With Black or Graphite, Counteract the Base
Colour With an Additional Colour. Our dyes are created based on the premise that
they will dye white or light coloured fabric the colour of the dye. So when our Black or
Graphite dye is applied to a coloured fabric, the original colour of the fabric may still
show through. To address this, we recommend adding an additional colour (per our
charts below) to counteract the undertones of the existing colour. As an example, if
you were dyeing red fabric, we would recommend adding some green dye to your
dye bath. Since mixing red and green makes black, adding a green dye to your dye
bath will counteract the red on the fabric.

If Dyeing Cotton, Linen Silk, Wool, Ramie, Rayon or Nylon, use Rit All-Purpose Dye. If Dyeing Fabric
Containing More than 35% Polyester, Acrylic or Acetate, use Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Red
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Dark Green to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Peacock Green to Graphite Dye bath
Purple
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Lemon Yellow to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Daffodil Yellow to Graphite Dye bath
Yellow
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Purple to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Royal Purple to Graphite Dye bath
Green
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Scarlet to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Racing Red to Graphite Dye bath
Brown
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Navy Blue to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Midnight Navy to Graphite Dye bath
Blue
Rit All-Purpose Dye
Add 1/4 Cup or 1/2 Package of Tangerine to Black Dye bath
Rit DyeMore for Synthetics
Add 1/4 Cup of Apricot Orange to Graphite Dye bath

How to Dye Using the Washing Machine
Dyeing in a washing machine is the go-to method for dyeing large items. And it’s actually the most
convenient dyeing method, period. All you have to do is sit back, relax and let your machine do all of the
work.
Important Notes
If you are dyeing synthetic fabric (i.e. fabric containing more than 35% polyester, acrylic or acetate), then you
cannot use this method. Due to the complexity of dyeing synthetics, you must use the stovetop method to
maintain an almost boiling temperature for the duration of your dyeing.
A note about dye and washing machines: If you have never used dye in a washing machine, we get why
you would be nervous! Who wants a purple washing machine? Well, maybe us. Nonetheless, we can
promise you Rit won’t permanently stain any metal component on your machine. Rit has been used in
washing machines for decades, dating back to the time when the electric washing machine was invented in
the 1950s. We coined the phrase “Push Button Colour!” in the early 60s to promote the marriage between Rit
and washing machines. We even launched liquid dye just so that it would be easier to use Rit in your
machine. With that much history, you can feel confident that your washing machine will stay dye free for
decades to come.
For front loading washing machines, we have found that dye may stain the plastic parts around the machine
if it is not cleaned up right away; so it’s important to clean up immediately after dyeing, which we detail how
below.
Instructions
To determine how much dye is needed, reference this load size guide. If you are trying to achieve a very bold
colour, then double the dye ratio.
Small
Gloves, lingerie, tights, socks, scarves, t-shirt, blouse, shirt, vest, pillow cover, placemats, doilies, sheer
curtains
Dry Weight of Fabric
1/4 to 1 lb
Liquid
1/4 to 1/2 bottle
Powder
1/2 to 1 box
Medium
Jeans, pants, dress, skirt, uniform, sweatshirt, tablecloth, dust ruffle, canvas tote bag
Dry Weight of Fabric
1 to 1 1/2 lbs
Liquid
1/2 to 1 bottle
Powder
1 to 2 boxes
Extra Medium
Jogging suit, sweater, robe, denim jacket, bath mat (not rubber-backed)
Dry Weight of Fabric
1 1/2 to 3 lbs
Liquid
1 to 2 bottles
Powder
2 to 3 boxes
Large
Curtains/draperies, 4 hand towels plus washcloths, sheet plus 2 pillowcases
Dry Weight of Fabric
4 to 6 lbs

Liquid
2 to 3 bottles
Powder
4 to 6 boxes
Extra Large
Bedspread, chair slipcover, 2 double sheets plus 4 pillowcases, throw rug (not rubber-backed), blanket.
Dry Weight of Fabric
6 to 8 lbs
Liquid
3 to 4 bottles
Powder
6 to 8 boxes
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Before dyeing, remove any visible stains on the garment. This will help achieve uniform colour
results when dyeing. Pre-wash item in warm, soapy water. This helps to remove any finishes that
may interfere with dye absorption.
Wet fabric and place item(s) in the washing machine.
Set water temperature to the hottest possible setting and a wash cycle of at least 30 minutes or
longer. The longer the item is in the dye, the darker the colour will be.
Wearing rubber gloves, mix powder or well-shaken liquid dye with 4 cups of very hot water. Stir well.
In a separate container, dissolve 1 cup of salt in 4 cups of very hot water if dyeing natural fibres like
cotton or linen. If dyeing silk or nylon, mix 1 cup of white vinegar with 2 to 4 cups of hot tap water.
Add 1 teaspoon of dish detergent to the container to help promote level dyeing.
Start the cycle.
Remove detergent cup from detergent tray.
Pour the dye solution into the dispenser. Then, pour the salt or vinegar solution. Flush the dispenser
thoroughly with 4 more cups of hot tap water.
To enhance the colour and reduce colour bleeding, use Rit ColourStay Dye Fixative immediately
after dyeing and before washing.
Rewash item in warm water with mild detergent.
To clean the washing machine: Wipe around the inside of the lid and pour a little
bleach through the internal dispenser (if there is one) as dyes can get into these
areas. Then, fill washer to the highest water level there is and select the hottest water
temperature setting. Add detergent with 2 cups of chlorine bleach and run a full wash
cycle with 3 old towels.

